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the Middle East, in Haiti, and on the tough-
est streets of our own land. And I thank you
here in Ireland for taking your stand for those
children’s future as well.

Let me say in closing that in this 150th
anniversary of the Great Famine, I would like
everyone in the world to pay tribute to Ire-
land for coming out of the famine with per-
haps a greater sense of compassion for the
fate of people the world over than any other
nation. I said today in my speech to the Par-
liament that there had not been a single, soli-
tary day, not one day, since 1958 when some-
one representing the Government of Ireland
was not somewhere in the world trying to
aid the cause of peace. I think there is no
other nation on Earth that can make that
claim.

And as I leave you, I feel so full of hope
for the situation here in Ireland and so much
gratitude for you, for what you have given
to us. And I leave you with these words,
which I found as I was walking out the door
from the Ambassador’s Residence. The Am-
bassador made it possible for Hillary and me
to spend a few moments this evening with
Seamus Heaney and his wife, since I have
been running around the country quoting
him for 2 days. [Laughter] I might say, with-
out his permission. [Laughter] And he gave
Hillary an inscribed copy of his book ‘‘The
Cure At Troy.’’ And as I skimmed through
it, I found these words, with which I leave
you:

Now it’s high water mark
And floodtide in the heart
And time to go . . .
What’s left to say?
Suspect too much sweet talk
But never close your mind.
It was a fortunate wind
That blew me here. I leave
Half-ready to believe
That a crippled trust might walk
And the half-true rhyme is love.
Thank you, and God bless you.
I thought I had done something for a mo-

ment to offend the Taoiseach—he was forc-
ing me on water instead of wine. [Laughter]

Let me now, on behalf of every American
here present, bathed in the generosity and
the hospitality of Ireland, offer this toast to

the Taoiseach and Mrs. Bruton and to the
wonderful people of this great Republic.
NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:40
p.m. at Dublin Castle. In his remarks, he referred
to U.S. Ambassador to Ireland Jean Kennedy
Smith and Mayors Richard M. Daley of Chicago,
IL, Richard Riordan of Los Angeles, CA, and Tom
Murphy of Pittsburgh, PA. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks to Troops in Baumholder,
Germany
December 2, 1995

General Joulwan, General Nash, General
Crouch, Secretary West. A special word of
greeting to America’s good friend Chancellor
Kohl, who has been a wonderful partner to
our country, with great thanks to Germany
for their partnership with this fine unit.

I am immensely proud to be here today
with the men and women of the 1st Armored
Division. You truly are America’s Iron Sol-
diers. Previous generations of Iron Soldiers
have answered our Nation’s call with legend-
ary skill and bravery. Each time before, it
was a call to war. From North Africa to Italy,
they helped freedom triumph over tyranny
in World War II. Then for 20 years, their
powerful presence here stood down the So-
viet threat and helped to bring victory in the
cold war.

And just 4 years ago, when Saddam Hus-
sein attacked Kuwait, the 1st Armored Divi-
sion’s awesome power turned back Iraq and
protected the security of the Persian Gulf.
I know many of you were there. But I would
like to remind you that in just 89 hours of
combat, you destroyed 440 enemy tanks, 485
armored personnel carriers, 190 pieces of ar-
tillery, and 137 air defense guns. You should
be very proud of that remarkable record.

Now America summons you to service
again, this time not with a call to war but
a call to peace. The leaders of Bosnia, Cro-
atia, and Serbia have agreed to end 4 long
years of war and atrocities. They have asked
for our help to implement their peace agree-
ment. It is in our Nation’s interest and con-
sistent with our values to see that this peace
succeeds and endures. And we are counting
on you, the men and women of Task Force
Eagle, to get that job done.
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For 3 years I refused to send our American
forces into Bosnia where they could have
been pulled into war. But I do want you to
go there on a mission of peace. After speak-
ing to your commanders and looking at all
of you and listening to you, there is not a
doubt in my mind this task force is ready
to roll. Your mission: to help people ex-
hausted from war make good on the peace
they have chosen, the peace they have asked
you to help them uphold.

Just 2 weeks ago in Dayton, Ohio, the war-
ring parties in Bosnia agreed to put down
their arms, to pull back their armies and their
heavy weapons, to hold free elections, to start
rebuilding their homes, their towns, and their
lives. But they need help to do that, and they
have asked America and our NATO allies and
other willing countries to provide it.

They need that help because, after nearly
4 years of terrible brutality, trust is in short
supply in Bosnia, and they all trust you to
do the job right. Each side wants NATO to
help them live up to the commitments
they’ve made, to make sure each army with-
draws behind the separation line and stays
there, to maintain the cease-fire so that the
war does not start again, and give all the par-
ties the confidence they need to keep their
word—and also to give them the trust that
the other side will keep its word as well.

I pledged to the American people that I
would not send you to Bosnia unless I was
absolutely sure that the goals we set for you
are clear, realistic, and achievable in about
a year. This mission meets those essential
standards. I also vowed that you would not
go to Bosnia until I was sure that we had
done everything we could to minimize the
risks to your safety.

You know better than anyone that every
deployment has risks. There could be acci-
dents. In a formerly hostile environment,
there could be incidents with people who
have still not given up their hatred. As Presi-
dent, I take full responsibility for your well-
being. But I also take pride in the knowledge
that we are making this mission as safe as
it can be.

You will take your orders from General
Joulwan, who commands NATO. There will
be no confusing chain of command. You are
superbly prepared. You will be heavily

armed. The reputation that you—[ap-
plause]—I didn’t want anyone to think there
was a division of the house on that point.
[Laughter]

Perhaps even more important, you will be
heavily armed with the reputation that pro-
ceeds you. That and the technology and
training that protect you will make those who
might wish to attack think twice. But you will
also have very clear rules of engagement that
spell out the most important rule of all in
big, bold letters: If you are threatened with
attack, you may respond immediately and
with decisive force. Everyone should know
that when America comes to help make the
peace, America will still look after its own.

Your presence will help to create the cli-
mate of security Bosnia needs. It will allow
the international community to begin a mas-
sive program of humanitarian relief and re-
construction. It will bring the people of Bos-
nia the food, the medicine, the shelter, the
clothing they have been denied for too long.
It will help them rebuild their roads and their
towns, open their schools and their hospitals,
their factories and their shops. It will reunite
families torn apart by war and return refu-
gees to their homes. It will help people re-
cover the quiet blessings of normal life.

This morning, after 2 days of working for
peace in Northern Ireland, I met at the air-
port in Dublin with Zlata Filpovic, the young
Bosnian girl whose now famous diary of her
wartime experience in Sarajevo has moved
so many millions of people around the world.
She’s my daughter’s age, just 15, but she has
seen things that no one 3 or 4 times her age
should ever have to witness. I thanked her
for a powerful letter of support for our efforts
for peace in Bosnia that she wrote me just
a few days ago. And then I told her I was
on my way to visit with all of you. This is
what she said: ‘‘Mr. President, when you’re
in Germany, please thank the American sol-
diers for me. I want to go home.’’ She also
asked me to thank you and all the American
people for, in her words, ‘‘opening the door
of the future for her and for all the children
of Bosnia.’’

Without you, the door will close, the peace
will collapse, the war will return, the atroc-
ities will begin again. The conflict then could
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spread throughout the region, weaken our
partnership with Europe, and undermine our
leadership in other areas critical to our secu-
rity. I know that you will not let that happen.

As you prepare for your mission, I ask you
to remember what we have all seen in Bosnia
for the last 4 years: ethnic cleansing, mass
executions, the rape of women and young
girls as a tool of war, young men forced to
dig their own graves and then shot down in
the ground like animals, endless lines of des-
perate refugees, starving people in con-
centration camps. Images of these terrible
wrongs have flooded our living rooms all over
the world for almost 4 years. Now the vio-
lence has ended. We must not let it return.

For decades, our people in America have
recognized the importance of a stable,
strong, and free Europe to our own security.
That’s why we fought two World Wars. That’s
why after World War II we made commit-
ments that kept Europe free and at peace
and created unparalleled prosperity for us
and for the Europeans as well. And that’s
why you are still here, even after the cold
war.

Europe can be our strongest partners in
fighting the things that will threaten the se-
curity of your children: the terrorism, the or-
ganized crime, the drug trafficking, the
spread of weapons of mass destruction. But
it can only be a strong partner if we get rid
of the war that rages in the heart of Europe
in Bosnia. We have to work with the Euro-
peans on this if we’re going to work on all
those other problems that will be the security
problems of the future.

When people ask—as they sometimes do
back home because they’re so concerned
about you—‘‘Well, why can’t the Europeans
do this without us?’’ just remember that
when you went to Desert Storm, we asked
for help from a lot of nations who could have
taken a pass, but they stood up with us. And
when we led in Haiti, we were supported
by a lot of other nations who had no direct
interest in Haiti, but they answered our call
and they stood up with us. Now in Bosnia,
we are needed. You are needed.

Men and women of Task Force Eagle, I
know the burden of our country’s leadership
now weighs most heavily on you and your
families. Each and every one of you who have

volunteered to serve this country makes hard
sacrifices. We send you a long way from
home for a long time. We take you away from
your children and your loved ones. These are
the burdens that you assume for America,
to stand up for our values, to serve our inter-
ests, to keep our country strong in this time
of challenge and change.

In Bosnia, your mission is clear. You are
strong, you are well-prepared, and the stakes
demand American leadership that you will
provide. You don’t have to take it just from
me. I have gotten it myself from the words
of your own children. A seventh-grade
English teacher at Baumholder High School,
Patricia Dengel, asked her students to write
letters to their parents who are preparing to
go to Bosnia. I’ve seen a few of those letters,
and I was moved. I was moved by the fears
they expressed but even more by the pride
and confidence they showed in you.

Justin Zimmerman’s father, Captain Ron-
ald Zimmerman, is a company commander
with the 40th Engineering Battalion. This is
what Justin wrote: ‘‘Dad, I know you’ll be
fine in Bosnia because of all the training
you’ve had. I’ll miss you and count the days
until we see you again.’’ And Rachel Bybee,
whose father, Major Leon Bybee, is a doctor
with the Medical Corps, tells him, ‘‘I’m
proud of your job, which is to help others.
It must make you feel great to know you save
lives.’’

Your children know you are heroes for
peace, and soon so will the children of Bos-
nia. Your country and I salute you. We wish
you Godspeed in the days and months ahead.
You are about to do something very impor-
tant for your Nation, very important for the
world, very important for the future that you
want your own children to have.

God bless you all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the
Smith Barracks at the Baumholder Army Base.
In his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. William
L. Nash, Commanding General, 1st Armored Di-
vision; Gen. William W. Crouch, Commanding
General, U.S. Army Europe; and Secretary of the
Army Togo D. West, Jr.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Baumholder
December 2, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. I have
just finished a very good set of briefings from
our military commanders about the plans to
deploy in Bosnia to enforce the peace agree-
ment. And I have received a report from
General Joulwan about the meeting of the
North Atlantic Council which has, in essence,
approved the military plan for implementing
the peace agreement, which I signed off on
just a few days ago in the Oval Office.

So I feel very good about what I have seen,
about the morale of our troops. As you saw,
I shook hands with several hundred of them,
and I then had lunch with a significant num-
ber of them. I think their morale is high.
They are well aware that they have been very
well-trained. They are very supportive of the
rules of engagement which give them the
tools they need to do their job.

But I would say more than anything else,
the men and women with whom I spoke
today are committed to the humanitarian
mission of saving the lives of the children
and innocent civilians. And they understand
that they are going there not in war but in
peace, to facilitate a peace agreement, and
that this is very different from having been
involved in a conflict. And so we’re working
hard, and I feel good about where we are.

I also had a wonderful extended visit with
Chancellor Kohl on the way down here, and
he shared a lot of his thoughts with me. And
of course, Germany has been a great partner
in this and in some ways has borne, perhaps,
the heaviest financial burden of the Bosnian
war because of the many hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees which have been taken in
and sustained by the German people.

So I would like to ask Chancellor Kohl to
make whatever comments he would like to
make, and then we’ll have questions.

Chancellor Kohl. Mr. President, I would
like to bid you once again a very warm wel-
come here to our country. This has been a
very impressive day that we shared here
today. And I must say that I’m gratified that
I’m yet again able to say this here in

Baumholder, to say once again what, for us
here in Germany, the Alliance has meant
these past four decades.

The Alliance for us meant peace and free-
dom for our country. It meant that we were
given the opportunity, together with our
American friends, to overcome the division
of our country and to win unity for Germany.
And I don’t think there’s any other place
where one is in a better position to say some-
thing like that than here. Because, Bill, I’m
confident that when this message is being
sent here from Baumholder to the United
States, then hundreds of thousands, even
millions of Americans will remember the
days when they themselves as soldiers or rel-
atives spent time here in Baumholder. And
I would like to state clearly that we have not
forgotten what our American friends have
done for us.

And it was a very impressive day for me,
too, because it brought home to me the de-
termination of the President of the United
States and of the people of the United States
to make, through their mission, possible that
peace finally comes to Bosnia and that the
agreement is being implemented.

And I would like to say to the mothers
and fathers who send their sons and their
daughters out with this mission out to Bosnia,
that they send out their sons and their daugh-
ters in order to assure peace and to safeguard
peace. And that is the best possible mission
for any army in the world.

And I would like to use this opportunity
here, Bill, to thank you, to thank the Presi-
dent of the United States for the determina-
tion to act that they have shown here. You
are in a proud American tradition in so doing,
a proud tradition that has always said that
the United States should not look away but
that they should show leadership and become
active.

Obviously, I would never dare to interfere
in American domestic politics. But I would
like to know as many Americans as possible
that we hope for the broadest possible sup-
port of the people of the United States of
America for the President and the Army in
this important endeavor.

We, ourselves, have made a decisive step
in the right direction; 4,000 German soldiers
will go, will be sent to the region. And I
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